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Secretary 
Art Powers 


KA4BIM 


dim Smith (K4APPX) gram. That should result in significantly 
more radio activity since we will be able : 
to “spot” ourselves on the National Parks .~ 
on the Air website. 


The fourth annual “Florida State 
Parks on the Air” event spon- 
sored by the Lakeland Amateur s 
Radio Club will be held April 4, = We will operate a single side band (Voice) 
2020 and the Brandon Amateur station as well as a digital (FTH) station. 
Radio Society will again partici- So plan on coming out for a fun event. 
pate. 


Board Members 


Past President 
Scott Irwin (W8LIFO) 


Repeater Trustee 
Tony Stone (W4TAS) 
Operating is open to all who want to 

We will operate from the Alafia —_ participate but | really encourage newly 
River State Park on County Road licensed Hams and Technician class |i- 
39 (see map). The event will get cense holders to participate and see 
underway around (0 AM Saturday another side of Ham Radio by joining in 
and we plan on operating until the fun of talking with Hams all around 


or 


Direct 
Bill Johnson (WJ46) 


Director 
Dick Capel (KJGHNV) 


twoor three o'clockorwhen —_—the country. Editor (Layout/News) 
ever you or our batteries quit. ; ; ; ; : Scat Irwin (WaUFO) 

A final reminder, Florida charges five gorida State Parz 
Hamburgers and Hot-dogs will dollars per car to enter a state park or ON THE AIR Nancy Lone RENND) 
be served along with a good four dollars per individual. So join up with Wis 
portion of RF energy. While the — a friend, go in one car and save some = re St ee 
event is a Florida Parks on the © money. All Rights Reserved : 


Air event, we will also be operat- 
ing as part of the larger national 


“Parks on the Air" (POTA) pro- 


Nx 


Inside this issue: 


March Meeting is “Repeater Meeting’! 


Dana Perrin (KM40TL) In place of the physical meeting, 
we will instead have a radio 


Next Meetin 
meeting net on the 2 meter BARS . 


As you may know, there have 


been many new cases of Lovid 3 repeater (47.165 (+) PLI3B5) at |}  March19,2020 | 
virus reported in Florida. 7:30 pm this Thursday, Solar Weather Corner 3 
fiaaie thaseweeas asin Anan: O3/18/20. Agenda and minutes |) 7:30 PM 
were sent to the ‘BARS Reflec- ; ‘ 
don. fan” | This meeting is onthe | New Members A 
In consultation with the BARS VHF Repeater. 
officers. wehave decided tn Please continue to check your 
cancel this Thursday night's email for information regarding — | Bring a Friend! 


monthly meeting, other BARS nets and activities. 
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WSPR Watch 
allows you to 
see WSPRnet, 
PSKReporter 
and Reverse 
Beacon 
Network 
spots right 
on your Apple 
device. 


The Antenna 


From The President's Desk 


Dana Perrin (KM40DTL) 


| hope you are all recovering 
from the Daylight Saving Time 
change. If | fall asleep at our next 
meeting, | hope you will forgive 
me! 


Mark your calendars! We have 
two, count ‘em IW great events 
coming up! 


Don't forget that Florida State 
Parks on the Air is set for Satur- 
day April 4th. This is a great time 
to make contacts across the US. 
It's an event where new mem- 
bers can get one-on-one men- 
toring with how to make HF con- 
tacts. 


At 10 am on Saturday, March 

2\st . we will gather at the Amer- 
ican Victory Ship in Tampa. Ron 
Perrett has put together a won- 
derful tour of the ship including a 
chance to learn a little about the 
history of World War Il from a 
docent quide. We will also spend 
some time in the radio room on 


the deck where the Radio Df- 


ficer's cabin is located. 


Watch for more details from Ron 
Perrett and Jim Smith on these 
two events. We thank them both 
for organizing! 


| want to take a moment to con- 
gratulate and thank .l. Calvert, 
Jim Moorehead and Jim Smith 


Mobile App of the Month: WSPR Watch 


Scott Irwin (WEUFL) 


Apple users get the App of the 
Month spotlight this month as we 
feature an app called WSPR 
Watch. Andraid users will get 
the spotlight next month. 


The application allows you to see 
WSPR, PSKReporter, or Reverse 
Beacon Network reports on a list 
or amap. You can tap ona sta- 
tion to see details of the spot, 
get callsign address information, 


and filter the spot list to that 
callsign. 


You can also go into the settings 
of the application set the band, 
network you wish to get report- 
ing from, the duration (history), 
and the number of spots you 
want to collect. Finally, you can 
and search for a specific trans- 
mit callsign to see all the sta- 
tions they have contacted. 


The application also allows you 
to utilize your QRZ XML data 


Ham Radio Meets “Dress Your Future” 


Skip Argae (KO40) 


Many schools have theme weeks 
where students dress to differ- 
ent theme each day. March 6 
was ‘dress for your future” day. 
Giada, Skip's Granddaughter, 
said she will be an Emergency 
Radio Operator one day. 

The school resource Utficer said 
she would be a great first re- 
sponder! 


for helping Jim Stacks install his 
Hustler GETV & band vertical 
antenna. It's a great job in pro- 
gress! This is one thing that 
amazes me about our club, that 
we help each other. 


| will close by asking for a Team 
Leader to lead our efforts this 
dune with the ARRL Field Day. If 
you have any interest in this or if 
you would like more information, 
please let me know. 

"Individual commitment to a 
group effort—that is what makes 
a team work, a company work, 

a society work, 


a civilization work." 
--Vince Lombardi 


subscription and export/share 
data to other applications or 
USES. 


You can learn more about the 
application at https:// 
blog.marxy.org/Z019/03/new- 
features-in-wspr-watch-ios- 
app.html and you can download it 
from the Apple App Store. 


Giada, Skip's Granddaughter as an 


Emergency Radio Operator 


Page 3 


Volume MMXX, No. 3 


Solar Weather Corner: Connecting Amateur Radio and Astronomy 


Kelly Anderson (KE4GS) 


It all starts with alchemy ... 
the kind of alchemy that 
works. Nuclear fusion, 
melding hydrogen atoms 
together to create helium, 
is what our sun does. And 
that creates a lot of heat, 
which started the whole 
process and got out of 
control. So we have space 
weather in the form of a 
stream of charged, suba- 
tomic particles. 


This “solar wind” is a 
mixed blessing. For open- 
ers, it’s nasty, fatal if over 
exposed, and can cause a 
variety of phenomena that 
we’d rather do without. 
Run around uncovered on 
the beach in summer for a 
couple of hours and tell 


Welcome, Dick (AASNT) and Marian (NOTVL) Hoff! 


Scott Irwin (W8UFO) 


At our February meeting 
we welcomed three new 
members to the club by 

unanimous vote. 


Richard “Dick” (AA5NT) 
and Marian (N5TVL) Hoff 
reside in Brandon. Their 
daughter, Kim Keller 
(KM4QAQ) was also ac- 
cepted. Prior to living in 
Brandon they lived in An- 
na, TX, a suburb of Dallas. 


Dick is an Extra Class licen- 
see and retired from East- 
man Kodak after 34 years 


me how you feel. Sunburn is a 
form of radiation poisoning that, 
in extreme cases, can be fatal. 
Over the long term it’ll definitely 
mess up your skin. 


It can also mess up our communi- 
cations satellites and electrical 
power systems and convince your 
car’s GPS that you’re in the mid- 
dle of Lake Superior. It gives us 
the aurorae, the Northern and 
Southern Lights. | guess that 
part’s not so bad. 


The Sun’s ultraviolet radiation 
creates a protective layer of elec- 
trons and highly charged atoms 
that envelops the Earth from 
about 30 to over 600 miles in 
altitude. This “ionosphere” re- 
flects radio waves (mostly in the 
High-Frequency range) back to 


Earth and allows us to contact 
fellow Hams literally around the 
world. 


The “solar wind” is a flow of 
mostly hydrogen and helium. The 
sun’s chemical makeup is 98% of 
those two gases, but other ele- 
ments are taken for a ride as well. 
We’re being constantly bom- 
barded with sun-stuff that has 
been highly energized, causing 
electrons to drift away from 
their nuclei. This particular 


form of sun-stuff is “plasma.” 


After traveling about 20 million Courtesy imageediondeleke 
miles, the Sun’s magnetic field 
weakens to the point where 

the electrons and the nucleic ma- 
teriel begins to become a bit 
more orderly, but it’s still pretty 
chaotic when it arrives at our 


ionospheric barrier. 


L to R: Marian Hoff (NSTVL), Richard Hoff 
(AASNT), and Jim Moorehead (WF4AC) 


of selling motion picture 
film to the movie industry 
and doing film instruction. 
He worked for Ham Radio 
Outlet in Plano, TX after 
retiring. His favorite form 
of operating is Contesting 
and DxXing. 


Their station in Texas op- 
erated as a Multi-operator 
Two Transmitter entry, 
and they often won the 
North Texas Section (NTX). 
They had a 140-foot ro- 
tating tower (rotating at 
the 50' level) with a Force 
12 EF240 two element 40 
meter beams on top; 


three Force 12 C-3 Triband 
beams phased together at 
60, 90, and 120 feet. Be- 
low the 50 foot level was a 
Mosley TA-33 with a 40 
meter kit fixed on the Car- 
ibbean. They also had a 
70' fixed tower with a 
TA33 with a 40 meter kit 
rotating on top. Momo 
banders for 10, 15 and 20 
meters fixed on Europe. 
Slopers for 80 and 160 
meters were hanging off 
the rotating tower. They 
have 70 feet of Rohn R45 
tower waiting to be put 
up. 


Marian is a General Class licensee 
and was the cook and YL voice 
when they needed her. She 
taught Honor Physics and Chem- 
istry for high school and college 
and suffered a massive stroke in 
1988. As part of her recovery she 
decided to get her General li- 
cense. 


When not operating Dick and 
Marian enjoy movies two to 
three times a week. 


Their daughter, Kim, is a Novice 
Class license holder and Program 
Manager for Duke Energy. She 
has a 15 year old daughter. 


The Antenna 


Antenna Party 
dames Stacks (KK4LWO) 


Members of the club continued 
the tradition of helping others by 
installing a Hustler BBTV antenna 
at my house. The antenna was 
purchased from GigaParts with 
additional mounting parts from 
DX Engineering. 


dim “Jim 2" Moorehead (W4FAC), 
dim “Jim {" Smith (K4PPK), and 
Marvin “UR” Calvert (W4MIb) 
helped survey the property and 
determined that the pool cage 
was the best location for mount- 
ing because it would provide a 
ground plane, eliminating the 
need for radials. 


Atilt-over antenna mount was 
attached to a |0-foot pipe and 
the pipe was attached to the pool 
cage with U-balts. 


The bottom portion of the anten- 
na was affixed to the tilt-over 
mast and bonded to the pool 
cage using stranded braid. 


When in the “down” position the 
antenna will be aver the pool 
cage and not visible from the 
road. This is useful in protecting 
the antenna during storms and 


hide it from the HOA (sic). 


More work is needed to attach 
the antenna to the base, set up 
guy wires, and tune up the an- 
tenna. Part 2 of the article will 
cover this along with details of 
first contacts. Thanks to the 

BARS members for the help! 


Mare photas on page 3. 


So what's all Solar Weather Corner: Connecting Amateur Radio and Astronomy 


this have to 


Lontinued trom Page 3 featureless sphere, because science.howstuttworks.com/ 
do with HF we've been going through the dictionary/astronomy-terms/ 
So what's all this eu do with bottom of the sunspot cycle, salarwindclihi. 
Amateur HF Amateur Radio? Quite a lot, (WARNING! Fer Pete's sake, da 
Radia? Quite actually. not under any circumstances For more advanced and detailed 
, Increased solar wind activity point a telescope or any other EO pre Lf 
a lot, excites the innosnhere to get instrument on the Sun without Solar Weather Prediction Cen- 
Il denser and thicker, which makes 27492" filters in place. f you do, te's wel site, htts:// 
ae ita better HF radio wave reflec- 4 destruction to your eye will www. swpc.noga.gov/- 


be severe and nearly instantane- 


I'd also recommend flipping 
aus!) 


through Chapter 19 of ARRL's 
Amateur Radio Handbook. 


tor. This, in turn, improves over- 
the-horizon communications. 


As we climb out of the current 
solar minimum we'll see increas- 
ing numbers of sunspots, and 
aur HF bands will become more 
active. After we experience a 
couple more birthdays we'll be in 
tall cotton, HF-wise, once again. 


One of the best indicators of the 
level of solar activity is the pres- 
ence (or, as of the past few 
years, absence) of sunspots. 
These apparent dark areas on 
the surtace of the sun appear in 
approximately {l-year cycles of 
maximum to minimum and back 
again. There's another, longer- 
term cycle superimposed on the 
\l-year thing, but that's a story 
for another day. 


There are two wild cards in all 
this. They are Solar Flares and 
Coronal Mass Ejections. When 
they happen, all bets are off. 
More on these two jokers in the 


If you had looked at the sun with} ext edition. 


a telescope over the past couple 
of years, you would have seen a 


f you'd like to learn more, here's 
a pretty good primer: https:// 


Courtesy skeeze, 
Pixabay 
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Antenna Party (Photos) 


eae & 


James Stocks (KK4WCO), Jim Moorehead (WF4AC), and JR Calvert 
(W4MIG) install the mast while being supervised by Melanie Stocks. 


base to the pool cage. 


Tilt-over antenna mount with Braid going to the 


“aseq JaA0 31} pue SEW paljeysu| 


pool cage. 


Hamfests & Conventions 


03/20/2020 - 03/21/2020 
Fort Walton Beach Hamfest 2020 


04/04/2020 
Daytona Beach ARA Tailgate 


04/18/2020 


West Volusia Amateur Radio Tailgate 
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Upcoming Events 


March 19, 2020 
BARS Club Meeting 
7:30 PM at Arise 
Assembly of God at 
Brandon. 40! Pauls 
Drive, Brandon, FL 


dull 
March 21, 2020 


American Victory 
Docent Tour & Lunch 
Contact Ron Perrett 


(K4FZU for details) 


April 4, 2020 

State Parks on the 
Air 

~9-00 AM at Alafia 
River State Park 
(details in this issue) 


April 4, 2020 

BARS License Exams 
11:00 AM at Arise 
Assembly of God at 
Brandon. 40! Pauls 
Drive, Brandon, FL 


dull 


Fort Walton Beach, FL Daytona Beach, FL DeLand, FL April 16, 2020 
Playground Amateur Radio Glub = Daytona Beach Amateur Radio Westvars Amateur Radio Society BARS Club Meeting 
http://www.w4zbb.org/ Association http://https://westvars.org/ He yee 
ssembly of God a 
03/21/2020 nttas/ Awww dhara.ora/ More at http://www.arrlorg/ Brandon. 40! Pauls 
45th Annual Stuart Florida Ham- (04/18/2020 hamfests/ Drive, Brandan, FL 
fest Gainesville Hamtest 335il 
Stuart, FL Waldo, FL 
Martin County Amateur Radio Gainesville Amateur Radio Socie- Note: Due to the GOVID-I9 outbreak Mondays, 8 PM ET 
Association ty some hamfests and conventions may th us 
03/21/2020 http://www.gars.club/hamfest/ be cancelled. Please check with the Tuesdays, 7 PM ET 
hamfest.pdf caitnkipsialieas > Tuesdays, 
ZAARE Ham Fest sponsoring organization for s Fi Meter Roundtable 
Zephyrhills, FL 04/18/2020 a ae ane e aie eS (501200 MHz USB) 
Zephyrhills Area Amateur Radio TARCFest letter was published Tuesdays, 8 PM ET 
Club Tampa, FL 10 Meter Roundtable 
http://zaarc.org/ Tampa Amateur Radio Club (28.365 MHz USB) 
http://www.hamelub.org/ Fridays, 7 PM ET 
80 Meter Roundtable 


(3.830 MHz LSB) 
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The Brandon Amateur Radio Society (BARS) has been serving Brandon, Valrico, Man- 
go, Setiner, Palm River, Gibsonton, Riverview, and the Last Tampa area tor aver 43 
years providing public service and emergency preparedness communications as 
well as license classes and radio operator training programs. 


AR 


SE 


ASSEMBLY OF GOD AT BRANDON 


Thank you to the members and staff of Arise for their kindness 


In allowing BARS the use of their facility! 


Our Repeaters 


147.165 MHz (+ offset, 136.5 Hz PL Tone, Analog FM) - N4DLW-R Echolink Node 
443.500 MHz (+ Offset, 127.3 Hz PL Tone, Analog FM, C4FM) - N4DLW/R Wires X 


New HF Operators: Things to Do—Morse Runner 


Reprinted from March 2020 
ARRL Contest Update (Brian 
Mora, N9ADG, Editor) with 
Permission of ARRL. 
Copyright ARRL 


To get better at CW Con- 
testing, there's no substitute 
for participating in real con- 
tests -- but the next best 
thing is a simulation of real 
contests. Morse Runner by 
Alex, VE3NEA, is a CW Con- 
test simulator that provides a 
realistic contesting experi- 
ence, including "lid" (poorly 
behaved) operators, varying 
band conditions, robot opera- 
tors that make sending mis- 
takes - everything you might 
find in a real contest. It's 
available any time on your 
Windows computer. It has an 


integration with NIMM Log- 
ger+ that has been steadily 
improved by the NIMM Log- 
ger+ development team. 
With the latest improve- 
ments, you can practice for 
the CQ WPX CW contests 
using NIMM Logger+ - just in 
time to get in a lot of practice 
before the next one May 30- 
31, 2020. 


The Phone "leg" of the ARRL 


erators should [have] sit this 
one out - it's the RSGB Com- 
monwealth Contest (also 
known as BERU), only open to 
the UK and Crown Dependen- 
cies (UK&CD), and Common- 
wealth and Mandated Terri- 
tories. Contacts with US ama- 
teurs don't count. 


Also on the weekend of 
March 14 [were] the Oklaho- 
ma, Idaho, Wisconsin, and 


International DX Contest [was 
March 7-8]. The exchange for 
DX is signal report and power. 
On phone, you'll probably 
hear "five nine 'kay" an aural 
(oral?) cut number equivalent 
of "59 1000." 


You may [have hard] a lot of 
CW contest activity the week- 
end of March 14, but US op- 


QCWA QSO parties, and the 4 
-hour long North American 


RTTY Sprint contest. 


From The Editor: Want to get 
ready for other CW contests, 
including Field Day? Check 
out Morse Runner and get on 
the air for the next contest! 
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http://awww.fb.me/brandonhamradio 


¥ 


http://www.twitter.com/brandonhamradio 


os 


Ord 


Submit your articles & photos for the next 
edition of The Antenna by April1 6, 2020! 


Send electronic submissions to 
w8ufo (at) arrl (dot) net 


